
Federal Financial Aid 
Gainful Employment 
Guidelines 
Presented by: Michael Copenhaver - Director, Financial Aid 



Gainful Employment Topics 
• Types of Gainful Employment programs are tied to the 

category of the institution.  This impacts program length. 
• “Recognized Occupation” component impacts the types of 

certificates that can be funded by federal student aid. 
• What does the Department of Education consider to be a 

Recognized Occupation? 
 
 





Additional Gainful 
Employment Guidelines 
• 34 CFR 668.14(b): 

(26) If the stated objectives of an educational program of the 
institution are to prepare a student for gainful employment in a 
recognized occupation, the institution will— 

(i) Demonstrate a reasonable relationship between the length of the 
program and entry level requirements for the recognized occupation 
for which the program prepares the student. The Secretary considers 
the relationship to be reasonable if the number of clock hours provided 
in the program does not exceed by more than 50 percent the minimum 
number of clock hours required for training in the recognized 
occupation for which the program prepares the student, as 
established by the State in which the program is offered, if the State 
has established such a requirement, or as established by any Federal 
agency; and 
(ii) Establish the need for the training for the student to obtain 
employment in the recognized occupation for which the program 
prepares the student. 

 



Recognized Occupation? 
• Placeholder: 

 



Questions? 
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